
“Global warming of 1.5°C and 2°C will be exceeded during the 21st century unless deep reductions in carbon dioxide (CO2) and other 
greenhouse gas emissions occur in the coming decades”. – IPCC Sixth Assessment Report 

For more information, visit crai.com/cop26

IPCC Assessment Report 6 - 
Is the Paris Agreement out of reach?

The Road to COP26

Sources: 1. IPCC Sixth Assessment Report 2. Global trends in climate litigation: 2021 snapshot, Grantham Research Institute on climate change and the environment 
(lse.ac.uk) 3. Global temperatures to rise by more than 1.5°C by 2030 under business-as-usual scenario: IPCC report, Mothership.SG, News from Singapore, Asia and 
around the world 4. https://www.carbonbrief.org/in-depth-qa-the-ipccs-sixth-assessment-report-on-climate-science
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Under all emissions scenarios, warming is projected to reach 1.5°C or 1.6°C in the next two decades

Projected °C rises and emissions under the 5 IPCC scenarios

What we expect as a result of the IPCC Sixth Assessment Report and key insights from our experts:

We will see more societal pressures to implement more a�ressive NDCs and corporate net-zero targets
“From a physical science perspective, limiting human-induced global warming to a specific level requires limiting cumulative CO2 

emissions, reaching at least net zero CO2 emissions”. – IPCC Sixth Assessment Report 

Our energy advisors expect to see a push at COP26 in November to get stricter Nationally Determined Contribution (NDC) targets 
which will in turn lead to more a�ressive net-zero targets required at the corporate level globally. Our experts also predict greater 
pressure from the customer level with consumers placing increasing demands on businesses to contribute to emission reductions. 

We expect to see a rise in the number of successful litigation cases aligned with climate goals
“Globally, the cumulative number of climate change-related cases has more than doubled since 2015. Just over 800 cases were filed 
between 1986 and 2014, while over 1,000 cases have been brought in the last six years”. – LSE article

Our litigation advisors expect to see a rise in climate-related disputes. This can be seen particularly in the last 12 months with the 
Milieudefensie et al. v. Royal Dutch Shell plc case. We recommend focusing on identifying value that is at risk and start to focus on 
decarbonisation strategies.

We expect an increased focus of corporate strategy and policy towards energy transition topics
Further reports are due to be released from the IPCC over the next year, including WG2 and WG3, which will focus on the societal 
impacts and solutions to climate change. In parallel with these, our advisors expect to see short-term strategic shifts, policy changes 
and technological advancements in many areas including:
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Emissions rise rapidly and double by 2045, 
with a continual increase up to 2090

Fast decline in emissions post peak with 
negative emissions from approximately 2075
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